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What the Flag Means to Me

The flag to me is more than a piece of fabric; it is a patriotic symbol of freedom, hope, justice, unity, and honor. The colors are symbolic and mean things by themselves, but together they stand for one nation under God indivisible with liberty and justice for all. 


The flag stands for hope. When immigrants see the flags on Ellis Island under the Statue of Liberty, they know that they are in America. The flag gives hope to the oppressed and injured when they see it on 
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the uniform of an American soldier, coming to help. The flags anthem was written by Francis Scott Key when he saw the tattered torn banner at Fort McHenry after the English bombardment. Poet and attorney Francis Scott Key was a witness to the relentless bombing of Fort McHenry. Inspired by the sight of the battered American flag that flew over the fort throughout the conflict, he penned the lines of the future national anthem of the United States on the back of an envelope. [Francis] I believe the hope he 
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felt for our country inspired his writing. The flag still stood, providing hope, faith, and unity.

To me the flag is a powerful sign of unity. In all the diversity of America, the flag still keeps us one people. The 50 stars stand for our 50 states united as one and the 13 stripes represent the original 13 colonies. In my eyes, the multiple colors of the flag represent the different ethnic groups, races, backgrounds, and languages. The flag is a symbol used to show unity, peace and honor. Personally, my friends and I show honor when we retire mistreated, 
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misused, or old flags with our Boy Scout troop. We cut the blue fields of stars off, then cut the stripes individually and reverently lay them in a fire. Everyone at the ceremony gathers around to think about what patriots sacrifice to be able to have a land of freedom. Retiring the flags is a time to be thoughtful of what people do to be able to pray and have a flag.


To me flags are signs of justice, and state that America is fair and that all people are created equally. Therefore we fly the flags in court rooms,              
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public buildings, churches, and homes. The flag is also a sign of freedom and to me is most recognized for this characteristic. The flag is important to my family because my Dad, Grandpa, and two Great Grandpas all served in the military. They all fought 
for freedom and my Dad still does today. Freedom to me, when you talk about the American flag means 
soldiers fighting wars and battles for the freedom that you and I have every day. 
  In closing, I believe that the flag of the United States of America is a powerful and moving symbol 
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of honor, justice, unity, freedom, and hope for many people around the world. When asked the question, “What does the flag mean to you”? I can say, “It is a symbol, a symbol that tells about this great country I 
live in”. I give it respect, I honor it and I see it as a sign of hope.
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